NEWGATE CALENDAR
Perceiving Wolter to be dead, he searched his chest of
drawers and pockets, and took as much money as, with
what he had taken from his masters, amounted to above
eight pounds. He then packed up some linen and woollen
clothes, and going down one pair of stairs threw his bundle
into a house that was uninhabited.
He then went upstairs again, and having cut his candle,
lighted both pieces, one of which he placed on a chair close
to the bed-curtains, and the other on a chest of drawers,
with a view to setting the house on fire, to conceal the
robbery and murder of which he had been guilty. This
being done, he went through a window into the house
where he had thrown his bundle, and in this place he stayed
till five in the morning, when he took the bundle with him
to his lodgings in Queen Street, where he shifted his apparel,
and went to the Swedish church in Trinity Lane. After
the worship of the congregation was ended he heard a
bill of thanks read, which his masters had sent in devout
acknowledgment of the narrow escape that they and their
neighbours had experienced from the fire. Struck by this
circumstance, Strodtman burst into tears; but he en-
deavoured as much as possible to conceal his emotion from
a gentleman who sat in the same pew with him, and who,
on their coming out of the church, informed him that the
house of Messrs Stein & Dorien narrowly escaped being
burned the preceding night, by an accident then unknown,
but that the destruction-was providentially prevented by the
Dutch maid smelling the fire and seeing the smoke, so that
on her alarming her master the flames were extinguished by
a pail of water.
Strodtman made an appointment to meet the gentleman
who gave him this information on the outer walks of the
Royal Exchange in the afternoon, to go to the Dutch church
in the Savoy; but, the gentleman not coming to his time,
he went alone to Stepney church, and after service was
ended he walked towards Mile End, where he saw the
bodies of Michael Van Berghen and Dromelius, who had
been hung in chains, as before mentioned. This sight gave
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